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To the AvTHoR of the 
ENTHUSIASM 
e 
MErHOPDISTS, Oe. 


Sox; 


1, N your late Pamphlets you have undertaken 


to prove, that Mr. Whitefe/4 and J, are grofs 
Enthuſiaſts; and that our * who/e Conduct 
is but a Counter part of the moſt wild Fanati- 
eiſms of the mo abominable Communion in its moſt cor- 


apt Apes. 


You endeavour to ſupport this Charge againſt us, by 
Quotations from our own Writings : Compared with 
Quotations from celebrated Writers of the Romiſb 
Communion, 


2. It lies upon me to anſwer for one. But I muſt not 
burden you with too long an Anſwer ; leaſt || ( for twant 
A 2 either 


* Preface, page 3. | Preface, page 5. 


bt BEES. 4 4 1 gende 
either of Leiſure or Inclination) you ſhould not gi 

This, any more than my other Tracts, a Reading: Th 
order therefore to ſpare both you and myſelf, 1 ſhall 
at preſent conſider only your firſt Part: and that as 


- briefly as poſſible. Accordingly I ſhall 'not meddle 


with your other Quotations ; but leaving them to 
whom they may concern, ſhall only examine, Whether 
thoſe you have made from my Writings, prove the 
Charge of Enthuſiaſm, or no. 


This, I conceive, will be abundantly ſufficient to 
decide the Queſtion between you and me, If theſe do 
prove the Charge, 1am caſt ; If they do not, if they 
are the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, it will be an 
Objection of no real Weight, againſt Sentiments juſt 
in themſelves, tho“ they ſhould- alſo be found in the 
Writings of Papiffs; Yea, of Mahometans or Pagans, 


3. Let the eight Pages you borrow, ſtand as they 
are, I preſume they will do neither good nor harm. In 
the tenth you ſay, The Methodiſts a on the ſame Plan 
*vith the Papiſts—not perhaps from Compact and Defton ; 
but a fimilar Configuration and Texture of Brain, or the 
Fumes of Imagination producing ſimilar E fects. From a Com- 
naiſeration or Horror, arifing from the grievous Corrupti- 
#111 of the World, perhaps from a real Motive of fincere Pie- 
tj, they bath ſet out with warm Pretences to a Reformation. 
Sir, this is an uncommon Thought ! That ſincere Pie- 


ty ſhould ariſe from the Configuration and Texture of © 


the Brain As well as, That Pretences to a Reforma- 
tion ſhould ſpring from a real Motive of fincere Piety ! 


4. You go on, * bath commonly begin their Adven- 
tures with Field preaching. Sir, Do you condemn 
Field-Preaching tote genere, as Evil in itſelf? Have a 
care! or you (I ſhould ſay, the Gentleman that aſſiſts 
you) will ſpeak a little too plain, and betray the real 
Motive of his fncere Antipathy to the People called 
Methodiſts. | Or 


* Entbufia/m, & c. page 1.1, 
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dr do you condemn the Preaching on Hanram- Mount, 
in particular, to the Colliers of Xing fewood ? If you 
doubt, whether this has done any real Good, it is a ve- 
ry. eaſy Thing to be informed, And I leave it with 
all impartial Men, whether the Good which has in 
Fact been done by preaching there, and which could 
not poſſibly have been done any other Way, does not 


abundantly “ ju/tifþ the Irregularity of it. 


g. But you think I am herein inconſiſtent with my- 
felt For I ſay, ** The Uncommonneſs is the very Ur- 
eumſlance that recommends it, (I mean that recom- 
mended it to the Colliers in Kizg ſword :) And yet I 
ſaid, but a Page or two before, We are not ſuffered 
to preach in the Churehes ; Elſe we ſhould prefer them to 
any Places whatſoever." 


Sir, I till aver both the one and the other. I do 
prefer the Preaching in a Church when I am ſuffered : 
And yet, when I am not, the wiſe Providence of 
God over-rules this very Circumſtance for good: 
Many coming to hear, becauſe of the Uncommoneſs 
of the Thing, who would otherwiſe not have heard at 


all, 


6. Your ſecond Charge is, That I + abn/e the ler- 
gy, throw out ſo much Gall of Bitterneſs againſt them! 
And impute this black Art of Calumny to the Spirit and 
Power given from God. 


Sir, I plead not Guilty to the whole Charge. And 
you have not cited one Line to ſupport it, But, if 
you could ſupport it, What is this to the Point in hand ? 
1 preſume Calumny is not Enthnfiaſm. Perhaps you 
will ſay, “But it is ſomething as bad.“ True: Bat it 
is nothing to the purpoſe : Even the imputing this ta the 
Spirit of Gov, as you here repreſent it, is an Inſtance 
of Art, not of Enthuſiajm. 
” A 3 7. You 


[ gm © 


7. You charge me thirdly, with“ Setting on a ſan 
0 


fied Appearance, in order to draw Followers, by a de- 
mure Look, preciſe Behaviour, and other Marks of ex- 
ternal Piety. For which Reaſon, you ſay, My, Weſley 
made and renewed that noble Reſolution, not willingly 
to indulge himſelf in the leaſt Levity of Behawiour, or in 
Laughter, no, not for a Moment—to ſjeak no Word not 


tending to the Glory of God ; and not a Tittle of world- 


h Things, 
Sir, You miſs the Mark again. If this ſanctiſed 


Appearance was put on to draw Followers, if it was for 


this Reaſon, (as you flatly affirm it was) that Myr. Weſ- 


ley made and renewed that noble Reſolution ; (It was 


made eleven or twelve Yegrs before, about the Time 


of my Removal to Linco/n-Co/lege) then it can be no 


Inſtance of Erthu/ia/m, and ſo does not fall within the 
Deſign of your preſent Work. — Unleſs your Title 
Page does not belong to your Book : For that confines 
you to the Enthufia/m of the Methodifts. 


8. But to conſider this Point in another View. You 
accuſe me of putting on a Sanctiſed Appearanco, a demure 
Looh, preciſe Behaviour, and other Marks of external 
Piety. How are you aſſured, Sir, this was barely external? 
And that it was a bare Appearance of Sanftity ? You af- 


firm this as from perſonal Knowledge. Was you then ac- 


quainted with me three or four and twenty Years ago ? 
-He made and renewed that noble Reſelution, in order to 
draw Followers, — Sir, How do you know that? Are you 
in God's Place, that you take upon you to be the Sear- 
cher of Hearts ? That noble Reſolution, not willingly to in- 
dulge himſelf in the leaſt Levity of Behaviour, Sir, I acquit 
ou of having any Concern in this Matter, But I ap- 
peal to all who have the Love of Gop in their Hearts, 
whether this is not a rational, ſcriptural Reſolution, 
worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are called— 
or in Laughter, no, not for @ Moment, No, nor * 
0 
Page 18. 19, 


. 
I to indulge it at all; if I am conſcious to myſelf, it 
hurts my Soul. In which, let every Man judge for 

himſelf. To ſpeat no Word not tending to the Glory of 
Gop—A peculiar Inſtance of Enthuſiaſm this ! And not 
a Tittle of worldly Things. The Words immediately 
following are, Others may, nay mufl. But what is that 
to me? (Words which in Juſtice you ought to have in- 
ſerted) who was then entirely diſengaged from worldly 
Buſineſs of Every Kind. Notwithſtanding which, I 
have often fince engaged therein, when the Order of 
Providence plainly required it. 
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9. Tho' I did not deſign to meddle with them, 
yet 1 muſt here take Notice of three of your In- 
ſtances of Popih Enthufiaſm. The firſt is, That“ 
Machtildis tortured herſelf, for having ſpoken an idle 
Word. (The Point of Compariſon lies not in tortu- 
ring herſelf ; but in her doing it, on ſuch an Occaſion :) 
The ſecond, That not a Word fell from St. Katharine 
of Sienna, that was not religious and holy : The third, 
That the Lips of Magdalen di Pazzi, were never opened 
but to chant the Praiſes of Gov. I would to Gop the 
Compariſon between the Methodifts and Papiffs would 
hold in this Reſpet! Yea, that you, and all the 
Clergy in England, were guilty of juſt ſuch Entbu- 
fiaſm. Y 


| 10. You cite as a fourth Inſtance of my Enthuſiaſm, 
1 That I ſay, 7 4 Methodift (a real Chriftian) cannot 
| adern himſelf, on any Pretence, with Gold or coftly Ap- 
7 pare, It this be Enthuſiaſm, let the Apoſtle look to 
it. His Words are clear and expreſs. If yow can find 


2 Pretence to ſet them aſide, do: I cannot; nor do I. 
dieſire it. 


| s 11. My + ſceming Contempt of Money you urge as a 
— fifth Inflance of my Enthuſiaſm, Sir, | underſtand 
Jou. You was obliged to call it Sceming, leſt you 
| ſhould yourſelf confute the Allegation you brought in 
1 your 
Page 19. 1 21, + Page 26. 


ts) 
your Title-pags. But if it be only Sweming, whatever 
it prove beſides, it cannot prove that I am an Entha- 


fat. 


12. Hitherto you have ſucceeded extremely ill. 
You have brought five Accuſations againſt me : And 
have not been able to make One good. However, you 
are reſolved to throw Dirt enough, that ſome may 
ſtick. So you are next to prove upon me, a reti, 
impatience and inſatiable Thirſt of Travelling and under - 
taking dangerous Voyages, for the Converſion of Infidels ; 
together with a declared Contempt of all Dangers, Pains 
and Sufferings : And the deſegning, loving and praying 
for ill Uſage, Perſecution, Martyrdom, Death and Hell, 


In order to prove this uncommon Charge, you pro- 
duce + four Scraps of Sentences, which you mark as 
my Words, tho' as they ſtand in your Book, they are 
neither Senſe nor Grammar. But you do not refer to 
the Page or even the Treatiſe, where any one of them 
may be found. Sir, *tis well you hide your Name : 
Or you would be obliged to hide your Face, from eve- 
fy Man of Candour, or even common Humanity. 


13. F Sometimes indeed, you ſay, Mr. Weſley com- 
plains of the Scoffs both of the great Vulgar, and the ſmall : 
to prove which, you disjoint and murder (as your Man- 
ner is) another of my Sentences. But at other Times 
the Note is changed, and till be is deſpiſed no Man is in 
a State of: Salvation. The note is charged! How ſo? 
When did I ſay otherwiſe than I do at this Day, v.. 
« That none are Children of Gop, but thoſe who are 
hated, or deſpiſed by the Children of the Devil.“ 


I muſt beg you, Sir, in your third Part to inform 
your Reader, That whenever any Soleciſm or mangled. 
Sentences, appear in the Quotations from my Writings, 


they are not chargeable upon e That if the Senſe. 
be mine (which is not always; ſometimes you do me 


| too 
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too much Honour, even in this:) Yet I lay no Claim to 


the Manner of Expreſion: The Engliſb is all your 
OW. ' * 


14. ® Corporal Severities or Mortification by torment- 
ing the Fleſh, is the next Thing you charge upon me. 
Almoſt two Sentences you bring in Proof of this. 
The one, Our Bed being wet (it was in a Storm at 
Sea) I laid me down on the Floor, aud ſlept foand vill 
Morning: And I believe T1 ſhall not find it needful to g 
to Bed, as "tis called, any more. But, whether I do or 
not, how will you prove That my Motive is, To gajs 
a Reputation for Sanity ? ] deſire (it it be not too great 


a Favour) a little Evidence for this: 


The other Fragment of a Sentence (peaks, 
bearing Cold on the nated Head, Rain and Wind, Froſt 
and Snow.” True; but not as Matter of 13 
tion, by tormenting the Fleſh, Nothing leſs. Theſe 
]'hings are not ſpoken of there, as voluntary Inſtances 
of Mortification : (You yourſelf know perfectly well, 
they are not; only you make free with your Friend: 
But as ſome of the unavoidable Inconveniences, which 
attend preaching in the open Air. 1 . 0 


Therefore you need not be ſo 8 ſure that the Apoſ- 
tie condemns that «Ftidia cupar, not ſparing the Body, 
@s uſeleſs and ſuperſtitions, and that it is a falſe, Shew of 
Humility. Humility is entirely out of the Queſtion, as 
well as Chaſtity ; in the Caſe of Hardſhips endured 


(but not properly choſen) out of Lowe to the Souls for 
which Chriſt died. 


15. Vou add a Word or two of my; ene Dee of 
going to Hell, which you think, I | adapted! from the 
Jeſuit Niremberg. Sir, I know not the Man. Iam 
wholly a Stranger both to his Perſon and to his Doc- 
trine. But if this is his Doctrine, I diſelaim it from 
my Heart, I ardently defire, that both you and 1 
may go to Heaven. But 


Page 31, + Page 32. { Page 33* . 34+ 


det .. Weſley fe, © ® 4, poor old Man decide? 


the Queſtion of difintereſted Lowe. Hit ſaid, I do not 


care what Place I am in. Let Gop put me where he 
will, or do with me what he will, fo 1 may /et forth his 
Honour and Glory. | | 


He did ſay fo. And what then? Do theſe Words 
imply, an ardent Defire of going to Hell? I do not ſup- 

ſe the going ts Hell ever entered into his Thoughts. 
Nor has it any Place in my Notion of  ai/interefted 
Love: How you may underſtand that Term, I know 
not. | 


But you will prove, I have this Deſire whether I will 
or no, You are ſure, this was my || original Mean- 
Ing, in the Words cited by Mr. Church. 


« Doom if thou canſt to endleſs Pain, 
Or drive me from thy Face, 


Gop's Power or Juſtice, you ſay, muſt be intended; 


| becauſe he ſpeaks of Gov's Love in the very next Lines, 


« But if thy ſtronger Love conſtrains, 
Let me be ſav'd by Grace.“ 


Sir. I will tell you a Secret. Thoſe Lines are not 
mine. However, I will once more venture to defend 
them, and to aver that your Conſequence is good for 
nothing, If this Love is ſpoken of in the latter 

ines, then it is not in the former.” No! why not? 
T take it to be ſpoken of in both. The plain Meaning 
of which is, If thou art not Love, I am content to 
periſh. But if thou art, let me find the Effects thereof: 
Let me be ſaved by Grace.” 


156. Von next accuſe me of maintaining a Stoical In- 
fenfibility, This Objection alſo you borrow from Mr. 
Church, You ought likewiſe to have taken Notice, hs 
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Thad anſwered: it, and openly diſown'd that Doctrine: 


Fig I mean, according to the Rules of common Juſtice, 


But that is not your Failing. 


17. Part of your thirty ninth Page runs thus : With 
Reſpet to all this patient Enduring Hardſhips, &e.. 


it has been remarked by learned Authors, ** That ſome. 


Perſons by conſtitutional Temper, haue been fond of 
bearing the A that could befal them : That other. 

a ſturdy Humour, and the Force LS Education, 
have made light of the mol exquiſite Tortures : That 
avhen Enthuſiaſm comes in, in Aid of this natural or ac- 


go, 9 Sturdineſs, and Men fancy they are upon God's 
0 


rk, and intituled to his Rewards, they are immediate- 
ly all on Fire, for ruſhing into Sufferings and Pain. 


J take 4 of your having faithfully abridg- 
ed, your own Book ſhall I fay? ör the learned Dr. 
Middleton's ? But what is it you are endeavouring to 
prove? f 


Qverſum heac tam putida tendunt ? 


The Paragraph ſeems to point at me. But the plain, 
natural Tendency of it, is to invalidate that great Ar- 
ament for Chriſtianity, which is drawn. from the 
onſtancy of the Martyrs. Have you not here alſo 

ſpoken a little too plain? Had you not better have kept 
che Maſk on a little longer? 


r* 


Indeed you lamely add, The ſolid and juſt Comforts 
r tubich a true Martyr receives from Above, are ground- 
J applied to the Counterfeit, But this is not enough 
even to ſave Appearances, 


5 18. You ſubjoin a truly ſurprizing Thought, * 7e 
may moreover be obſer ved, That both antient and modern 
= Enthufiafts always take care to ſecure ſome Advantage by 
1 their Sufferings. O rare Enthuſiaſts ! So they 4 10 ö 
5 N u ae 


1 


Page 40: 
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1 
ſuch Fools neither, as they are vulgarly ſuppoſed to be. 
This is juſt of a Piece, with the cunning epileptick Demo- 
#iacs, in your other Performance. And don't you 
think (if you would but ſpeak all that is in your Heart, 
and let us into the whole Secret) that there was a Com- 
ga? likewiſe between Biſhop Hooper and his Executis- 
ner, as well as between the Yentriloquift and the Exor- 


_—_ 


Bat what Advantage do they tale Care to ſecure? A 
good Salary? A handſome Fortune? No; quite ano- 
ther Matter; „ free Communications with Gop, and 
filler © Manifeſtations of his Goodneſs. I dare ſay, you 
do not envy them: No, more than you do thoſe /z//- 
interefled "Enthuſiaſts of old, who were tortured, not 
accepting Deliverance, that they might obtain. a better 
Roſurretion. Rs 5 : h 


19. Vou proceed to prove my Enthuſiaſm from my 
Notions of Converſion. And here great Allowances are- 
to be made: Becauſe you are talking of Things quite 
out of your Sphere : .You are got iato an unknown 
World ! Vet you till talk as magiſterially as if you was 
only running down the Fathers of the primitive Church. 


And, firſt, you ſay, I + repreſent Converſion as ſud- 
den and inſtantaneous. Soft and fair! Do you know 
what ter ay is? (a Term indeed which I very. rarely. 
uſe, becauſe it rarely occurs in the New Teſtament.) 
Ves; it is, To S fart up perfe Men at once.”” In- 
deed, Sir, it is not. A Man is uſually conyerted. 
long before he is a perfect Man, Tis probable, molt 
of thoſe Ephefiars, to whom St. Paul directed his E- 
piſtle, were converted. Yet they were not come (few, 
if any) to a perfect Man, to the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. | 


20. I do not, Sir, indeed. I do not undertake to 
make you underſtand theie Things. I am not fo vain 
| . al 
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1 
as to think it is in my Power. Tis the utmoſt of my 
Hope, to convince you, or at leaſt, thoſe who read 
your Works, That you underſtand juſt nothing about 


To put this out of Diſpute, you go on, * Thur 
Faith and being born of Gov, are ſaid to be an Inflan- 
taneous Work, at once, and in a Moment, as Lightning. 
Juſtification the ſame as Regeneration, and having a live- 
ly Faith, this always in a Moment. I know not which 


to admire moſt, the Exgliſb or the Senſe, which you 


here Father upon me: But in Truth 'tis all your own: 
I do not thus confound Faith and being born of Gen. 
I always ſpeak of them as different Things: Tis you 
that thus jumble them together. Tis you who diſco- 
ver Tu/lification alſo to be the ſame as Regeneration, and 
having a lively Faith. 1 take them to be three differ- 


ent Things; ſo different as not ever to come under one 


Genus, And vet tis true, that each of theſe, ** as far 
as I know,” is at firſt experienced ſuddenly : Although 


two of them (I leave you to find out which) gradually 
;ncreaſe from that Hour. 


21. Ager theſe ſudden Converſions, ſay you, they re- 
rei ve their Aſſurances of Salvation. Sir, Mr. Bedford's 
Ignorance in charging this Doctrine upon me, might 
be involuntary, and I am perſuaded was real. But 
yours cannot be ſo. It muſt be voluntary ; if it is not 
rather affected. For you had before you, while you 
wrote, the very Tract, wherein I corrected Mr. Bed- 
Ford's Miſtake, and explicitly declared, The Aſſu- 
rance whereof I ſpeak, is not an Aſſurance of Salvati- 
on.'* And the very Paſſages you cite from me, prove 
the ſame : Every one of which (as you yourſelf know 
in your own Conſcience) relates wholly and ſolely to 
Preſent Pardon, not to future Salvation. 


B Of 
* Page 41. 5. 43. 


il 4 1 
Of * Chriſtian Perſidion I ſhall not ſay any thing to 
yeu, till you have learned a little heathen Honeſty, 


22. That this is a Leſſon you have not yet learned, 


appears alſo from your following Section: Wherein you 


roundly affirm, Whatever they think, ſay or do, (i. e. 


the Methodiſts, according to their own Account) is from 
Gop. And whatever oppoſeth, is from the Devil, I 
doubt not, but Mr. Church believed this to be true 
when he aſſerted it. But this is no Play for you Who 
having read the Anſwer to Mr. Church, ſtill aſſert what 
you know to be falſe. 


+ Here «ve have, ſay you, the true Spirit and very 
Eſjence of Enthufiaſm, which ſets Men above carnal Rea- 
ſoning, and all Conviction of plain Scripture, It may, 
or may not ; that is nothing to me. I am not above 
either Reaſon or Scripture. To either of theſe I am 
ready to ſubmit. But I cannot receive ſcurrilous In- 
vective, inſtead of Scripture : Nor pay the ſame Re- 
gard to low Buffoonery, as to clear and cogent Rea- 
{ons. | 


23. With your two following Pages, I have nothing 
to do. But in the 52d, I read as follows. 4 Metho- 
diſt, ſays Mr. Weſley, went to receive the Sacrament— 
when GoD was pleaſed to let him ſee a crucified Saviour. 
Very well ; And what is this brought to prove ? Why 
1. That I am an Enthuſiaſt: 2. That 7 encourage the 
Nation of the. real corporal Preſence, in the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs. How lo? Why, Þ this is as good an Argu- 
ment for Tranſubſtantiation, as ſeveral produced by Bellar- 
min. Very likely it may; and as good as ſeveral pro- 
duced by you, for the Enthuſiaſm of the Methods. 


24. In that ſeraphick Rhapſody of divine Love. as you 
term it, which you condemn in the Lump, as Rant 
and 
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and Madneſs, there are ſeveral ſcriptural Expreſſions, 
both from che Old and New Teſtament. At firſt 1 
imagined you did not Know them; thoſe being Books 
which you do not ſeem to be much acquainted with. 
But upon laying Circumſtances together, I rather ſup- 
poſe, you was glad of ſo handſome an Opportunity, 
to make as if you aimed at e, that you might have a 
home Stroke, at ſome of thoſe old Enthuſiaſts. 


25. The next Words which you cite from me, as a 
Proof of my Enthufiaſm are, * The Porver of Gop 
avas in an unuſual Manner preſent. I mean, many found 
an unuſual Degree of that Peace, Joy and Love, which 
St. Paul terms, the Fruits of the Spirit. And all theſe, in 
Conformity to his Doctrine, I aſcribe to the Power of 
Gov. I know you, in Conformity to your Principles, 
aſcribe them to the Power of Nature. But I ſtill be- 
lieve according to the old, ſcriptural Hypotheſis, That 
whenever in heazing the Word of Gov, Men are filled 
with Peace and Love, Gop confirms that Word by the 
Holy Ghoſt given unto thoſe that hear it. | 


26. As a further Proof of my Enthuſiaſm you men- 
tion | Special Directions, Miſſions, and Calls by imme- 
diate Revelation. For an Inſtance of which, you cite 
thoſe Words, *& 1 know, and am aſſured, That Gop 


* ſent forth his Light and his Truth.” I did know this; 


But do I ſay, By immediate Revelation? Not a Tittle 


about it. This is your own ingenious Improvement 


upon my Words. 


% However, it was by a becial Direction. For your 
owl Words in the ſame Paragraph are, F From the 
Direction 1 received from God this Day, touching an 
Affair of the greateſt Importance. 


B 2 What 
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What, are theſe Words in the ſame Paragraph with 
thoſe, 7know, and am aſſured, Go ſent forth his Light 
and bis Truth? Why then doyou tear the Paragraph in 
two, and put Part in your 67th, Part in your 68th and 
ry Pages? O, for a plain Reaſon: To make it look 
like two Inſtances of Enthufiaſm, otherwiſe it could 
have made but one at the moſt, 


But you cannot make out One, till you have pro- 
ved, that theſe Directions were by immediate Rewela- 
tion. I never affirmed they were. I now affirm they 
were not. Now, Sir, make your beſt of them. 


You add, “ Let me mention a few Directions coming 
by way of Command—Myr. Weſley came came to Mr, 
Delamotte's, where I expected a coo! Reception. But Gop 
had prepar d the Way before me. What by a Command 
to Mr. Delamotte? Who told you ſo? Not I: Nor 
any one elſe ; only your own fruitful Imagination. 


27. Your next Diſcovery is more curious ſtill : That 
% + Ttinerants order what they want at a Publick Houſe, 
and then tell the Landlord, That he will be damn'd, if bs 
takes any thing of them, ER | 


was beating my Brain, to find out, What 7tinerant 
this ſhould be ? as I could not but imagine, ſome 
filly Man, or other, probably ſtiling himſelf a Methodiſt, 
muſt ſome where or other have given ſome ground, for 
a Story ſo punctually delivered. In the midit of this, a 
Letter from Cornwal! informed me, It was I: I my- 
ſelf was the very Man, and acquainted me with the 
Place, and the Perſon to whom I ſaid it. But as there 
are ſome Particulars in that Letter (ſent without a 
Name) which I did not well underſtand, 1 tranſcribe 
a 
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1 
a few Words of it, in Hopes that the Author will give 
me fuller Information.; 


* 


« As to the Biſhop's declaring, what the Landlord 
of Mitchel ſays, in the Reſpe& of your Behaviour, I 
don't at all wonder at the Story.” The Biſhop s de- 
claring ! Whom can he mean? Surely not the Right 
Reverend Doctor George Lavington, Lord Biſhop of 
Exeter | When, or to whom did he declare it? At 
Truro in Cornwall ? Or in Plymuth, at his Viſitation ? 
To all the Clergy who were aſſembled before God, to 
receive his Paſtoral Inſtructions ? His Lordſhip of Eæe- 
ter muſt certainly have more Regard to the Dignity 
of the Epiſcopal Office ! 


29. Bat to proceed, I was not ended with the 
Moravians, for warning Men, * again/t mixing Nature 
zvith Grace; but for their doing it ſuch a Manner as 
tended to deſtroy all the Work of Grace in their Souls. 
I did not blame the Thing itſelf, but their Aanner of 
doing it. And this you know perfectly well. But 
with you, Truth muſt always give way to Wit. At all 
Events, you muſt have your Jeſt, 


29. Had you had any Regard to Truth, or any De- 
fre to repreſent Things as they really are, when you 
repeated Mr. Church's Objection concerning Lots, you 
would have acknowledged, That I have antwered it at 
jarge. When you have replied to that Aniwer, I may 
add a Word more. 


30. You are ſadly at a Loſs under the Article of 
Extafies and Rafptures, to glean up any Thing that will 


ſerve your Purpoſe. At laſt, from ten or twelve Tracts, 
you pick out two Lines ; and thofe the fame you had 
mentioned before. Ay Sul was 29 up into the Holy 


B 3 Mount, 
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Mount. T had no Thought of coming down again into the 
Body. And truly you might as well have let theſe a- 
lone. For if by Exta/y you mean Trence, here 1s no 
Account of any ſuch : But only if one rejoieing in Gop, 
ewith Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 


With the“ Girl of ſeven Ners old, I have nothing 
to do ; though you honeſtly tack that Relation to the 
other, in Order to make me accountable for both. 
But all is fair toward a Mes hodiſt. 


31. What I aſſert concerning Peter Wright, is this, 
1. That he gave me that Relation (whether I believed 
it or no, I did not ſay.) 2. That he died within a 
Month after. Now, Sir, give us a Caſt of your 
Office. From theſe two Propoſitions, extract a Proof 
of my being an Enthuſiaſt, 


Vuoou may full as eaſily prove it from theſe, as from 

the Words you quote next, + Gop does now give Re- 
mi ſſion of Sins, and the Gifts of the Holy Ghojt, and often 
in Dreams and Viſions of God. But afterwards, you 
ſay, /J ſpeak more diſtruſifully. Indeed I do not, But 
J guard againſt Enthuſiaſm, in thoſe Words, Part of 
which you have recited. The whole Paragraph runs 
thus, 


« From thoſe words, Belowed, believe not every 
Spirit; but try the Spirits, whether they be of Gov: 
J told them, They were not to judge of the Spirit 
whereby any one ſpoke, either by Appearances, or by 
common Report, or by their own inward Feelings: 
No, nor by any Dreams, Viſions or Revelations, ſup- 
poſed to be made to their Souls, any more than by 
their Tears or any involuntary Effets wrought 


upon 
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upon their Bodies. I warned them all theſe were in 
themſelves of a doubtful diſputable Nature: They 
might be from Gop, and they might not, and were 
therefore not ſimply to be relied on (any more than 
fimply to be condemned) but to be tried by a farther 
Rule; to be brought to the only certain Teſt, the 
Law and the Teſtimony.”* Sir, can you ſhew them 
a better Way? 


32. The laſt Proof that you produce of my Enthuſi- 
aſm is, & My talking of the great Work which Gop is 
row beginning to work upon Earth. 1 own the Fact. I do 
talk of ſuch a Work. But I deny the Conſequence. 
For if Gop has begun a great Work, then the ſaying 
He. has, is no Enthuſiaſm, 


To bring Sinners to Repentance, to ſave them from 
their Sins, is allowed by all to be the Work of Gop, 
Yea, and to ſave one Sinner isa great Work of God; 
much more to ſave many. 


But many Sinners are ſaved from their Sins at this 
Day, in London, in Briſtol, in King ſavocd, in Corn- 
ewall, in Newcaſtle ujon Tyne, in Whitehaven, in ma- 
ny other Parts of Ex land: in ales, in Ireland, in 
Scotland: Upon the Continent of Euripe : In Afia and 
in Americe. This I term @ great Work of Gop: fo 
great, as I have not read of ſor ſeveral Ages. | 


You aſk, How I know, ſo great a Work is wrought 
now? By In ſiration? No; but by Common Senſe. 
I know it by the Evidence of my own Eyes and Ears. 
I have ſeen a conſiderable Part of it: And I have abun- 
dant Teſtimony, ſuch as excludes all poſſſble Doubt, 
for what I have not ſeen, 


33. But 
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33. But you are ſo far from acknowledging any 
thing of this, as to conclude, in full Triumph, ® 
That this New Diſpenſation is a Compoſition of Enthuſiaſm, 
Superſtition and Impoſture. It is not clear, what you 
mean by a New Di/pen/ation. But the clear, and un- 
deniable Fact ſtands thus ——A few Years ago, Great- 
Britain and Ireland, were covered with Vice from Sea 
to Sea. Very little of even the Form of Religion was 
left: And ſtill leſs of the Power of it. Out of this 
Darkneſs Gop commanded Light to ſhine. In a ſhort 
Space, he called Thouſands of Sinners to Repentance, 
T hey were not only reformed from their outward Vi- 
ces, but likewiſe changed in their Diſpoſitions and 
Tempers ; filled with a ſerious, ſober Senſe of true 
Religion, with Love to Gop and all Mankind, with an 
holy Faith producing good Works of every Kind, 
Works both of Piety and Mercy. 


What could the God of this World do in ſuch a 
Caſe, to prevent the ſpreading of this /erious ſober Re- 
ligion? The fame that he has done from the Beginning 
of the World. To hinder the Light of thoſe whom 
Gop had thus changed from ſhining before Men, he 
gave them all in general a Nick-name: He called them 
Methodiſts. And this Name, as infignificant as it was 
in itſelf, effectually anſwered his Intention, For by 
this Means, that Light was ſoon obſcured by Prejudice, 
which could not be withſtood by Scripture or Reaſon, 
By the odious and ridiculous Ideas affixt to tha: Name, 
they were condemned in the Groſs, without ever being 
heard. So that now any Scribler, with a midling 
Share of low Wit, not incumbred with Good nature 
or Modeſty, may raiſe a Laugh on thoſe whom he can- 
not confute, and run them down whom he dares not 
look in the Face. By this Means, even a Comparer of 
Methodiſts and Papiſis, may blaſpheme the great Work of 
Gop, not only without Blame, but with Applauſe ; at 
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leaſt from Readers of his own Stamp. But it is high 
Time, Sir, you ſhould leave your ſkulking Place. 
Come out, and let us look each other in the Face, I 
have little Leiſure and leſs Inclination for Controverſy. 
Vet I promiſe, if you will ſet your Name to your 
Third Part, I will anſwer all that ſhall concern me, in 
that, as well as the preceding. Till then I remain, 
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S1 RK, 


Your Friend, 


CANTERBURY NON 
s 2%. 1. 1548 and Well-wiſher, 


JohN WESIE V. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


W HEN you come to relate thoſe horrid and 
ſhocking Things, there may be a Danger you 
are not aware of, Even you yourſelf may fall (as little 
as you intend or ſuſpect it) into Seriouſneſs. And Iam 
afraid, if once you put off your Fool's Coat, if you 
ſtand naked before cool and ſober Reaſon, you yourtelf 
may appear as inconſiderable a Creature—to uſe your 
own Phraſe, © as if your Name ava Perronet.“ 
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